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Leader stands firm on local democracy  
The Leader of City of Durham Council, Cllr Fraser Reynolds assured residents today that the council was determined to fight for local democracy in the face of the Government’s decision to ignore the strength of feeling against a single “super” council for Durham. 

"It is an absolute disgrace that the Government has treated our residents with such contempt. The feedback the district councils got from the referendum reflected a higher outturn than the recent by-election in Sedgefield. 

"The referendum was legitimate, it was verified as being balanced both by the Electoral Reform Society and the legal profession and for 40% of the electorate to feel so strongly about their local services is testimony to all the district councils that it was cost effective. This issue cannot be ignored." 

"I have asked the Chief Executive, Brian Spears to seek legal advice on behalf of the council on the ground of this decision to go ahead with a "super" council, was pre-determined and that's why public opinion was not taken into account."
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