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Durham Districts to challenge the Government’s decision on Single Unitary 
The seven district and borough councils of County Durham today announced a united and joint challenge against the Secretary of State’s decision to impose a single unitary council across County Durham. 
Recently obtained legal opinion indicates a strong and persuasive case that the government has acted unlawfully and has refused to account for the views of the people of County Durham. Specifically the Secretary of State:

- has no power and cannot be granted retrospective power to conduct the current process
- did not adhere to her own requirements to ensure broad cross section of support from service users and citizens
- allowed a consultation process that was one-sided, unfair and made no effort to account for the will of the people. 

Cllr Richard Betton, Chairman of the Durham Districts Forum, said on behalf of the seven District Council Leaders: 

"We are the elected local representatives for the people of County Durham and we have a duty to listen to them and act on their views. The vast majority of them do not want a huge council that will be too remote. 

"Since the decision was announced, public and stakeholder opinion against the plan has been growing and district councillors have been inundated with complaints from residents who are furious that their views count for nothing in this matter. The strength of feeling is clear. So with that mandate, I feel we have a duty to take this opinion very seriously. This legal challenge is the appropriate route in a healthy democracy to have the views of the people heard.”
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