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Legal action looks likely  
City of Durham Council received conclusive feedback from legal chambers that the council does have a strong case to challenge the Government on their decision to impose a single unitary council across County Durham. 

The basis of this challenge will be: 

- The Secretary of State has no power to conduct the current process- The Secretary of State did not apply her own criteria as the bids do not demonstrate any broad cross section of support from service users/citizens- The Secretary of States consultation process was one-sided and unfair making no reference whatsoever to opposition to the proposals. 

Cllr Fraser Reynolds, Leader of the Council said today, 

"I am meeting urgently with my colleagues in the other six districts to share the detailed opinion from legal chambers to see if there is a possibility of us going forward with a single voice for County Durham. The decision has obviously been predetermined, the process has been one-sided and unfair and the Secretary of State has not even followed her own criteria. 

"Since the decision was announced, I and my local councillors here in Durham City have been inundated with complaints from residents who are furious that their views count for nothing in this matter. The strength of feeling is clear so with that mandate, I feel we have a responsibility to take this opinion very seriously. " 

The District Councils will be meeting together on Thursday 9 August. 
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